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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. * K ' 

" 2!r3?Si 0 I^M e Tuc y « te a Xf ilable ,. under the Provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication y y 

■ If NO oeriod far raolvtf «!!!rifi "JT '2? thanthirty (30) days ' 8 rep,y within the statutor y minim ™ of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 
See 37 CFrTz^ 5 *" ma '" n9 ^ °' ^ e ™ ""•*■«•. reduce a § ny > 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Amendment filed 3/20/03 . 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims . *io. 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 1-13 and 16-27 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 14 and 15 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) 13 The proposed drawing correction filed on 20 March 2003 is: a)l3 approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l3AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Saeki (JP- 
408124843A). 

With regard to claims 14-15, Saeki (fig.l) discloses a scanning exposure apparatus for 
exposing a pattern formed on a reticle onto a substrate and comprising all basic features of the 
instant claims such as: a reticle stage (2A) for holding a reticle, an acceleration measuring means 
(21) for detecting the acceleration of the reticle stage, a control device (23) for controlling the 
movement of the stage in accordance with the detected output of the acceleration measuring 
means so that the acceleration of the stage is within a predetermined range and thus offset will 
not occur in the reticle. 

3. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Wakui 
(U.S.Pat. 5,900,707). 

With respect to claims 14-15, Wakui teaches an exposure apparatus comprising all of the 
limitations of the instant claims including a mask stage (4) for holding the mask (3) in a direction 
on a predetermined plane substantially parallel to a pattern surface of the mask (see fig. 1); a 
sensor (30) for detecting the acceleration of the reticle stage and an adjustment device/controller 
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for controlling the acceleration of the stage based on the detected information/an offset caused 
by the movement of the stage (see col.6, line 49 thru col.7, line 13). 

Response to Amendment/Argument 
4. Applicant's amendment filed March 20, 2003 have been entered. Amended claims 1-13 
and 16-27 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: With respect to amended claims 1-13, and 16-27, the arguments presented by the 
applicant in the Amendment filed March 20, 2003 are deemed persuasive and incorporated 
herein by reference. For example, see page 1 1, lines 3-25 of the Amendment. 

Turning now to the prior art rejection of claims 14-15, Applicant's arguments have been 
carefully reviewed but have been traversed in view of the rejections set forth above. In response 
to applicant the applied references fails to teach obtaining information regarding to an offset in a 
predetermined plane of a mask on a stage caused by the movement of the stage based on the 
detected information regarding acceleration of the stage. The Examiner disagrees with the 
applicant. Saeki teaches using an acceleration measuring means 2 1 for obtaining information 
regarding to an offset such as misalignment between the mask and the substrate caused by the 
movement of the mask stage/and or substrate stage based on the detected information regarding 
the acceleration of the mask stage (see abstract of Saeki). Wakui teaches a sensor (30) for 
detecting the acceleration of the reticle stage (4) and an adjustment device/controller for 
controlling the acceleration of the stage based on the detected information/an offset 
(misalignment between the predetermined plane of the mask and the substrate) caused by the 
movement of the stage (see col.6, line 49 thru col.7, line 13). 
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5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Henry V Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
6462. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (First Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Russ Adams can be reached on 703-308-2847. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4900. 

Hvn 4/1/03 




